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   Colorado’s Sixty-Ninth General Assembly adjourns this week (May 9th). Before the session opened, legislators were said to be concerned about the Sixty-Ninth session being labeled “the marijuana session.” With the exception of the civil unions bill and gun control, no issue received more attention and urgency than marijuana, with a grand total of 19 bills introduced, so draw your own conclusion. 
House Bill 13-1306:  Why this bill has languished here to the end of the session is what can only be described as a travesty, but it has. HB 1306 creates a 30-member mental health and firearms task force “to advise the General Assembly regarding issues surrounding the loss, maintenance, and restoration of the right to purchase and possess firearms by persons who, as a result of mental health issues, alcohol abuse, or substance abuse are clearly dangerous to the health and safety of themselves and others.” Those persons included in this category:

· are taken into custody and placed in a facility designated or approved for 72-hour treatment and evaluation because they appear to have a mental illness and, as a result, appear to be an imminent danger to themselves or to others, or
· are committed, evaluated and treated for a period of no more than five days because they are intoxicated or incapacitated by alcohol or drugs and are clearly dangerous to the health and safety of themselves or others. 

   HB 1306 passed on third reading April 30th on a vote of 35 to 25 with one excused, and awaits Senate action.
Sponsors of House Bill 13-1306:  Representative Elizabeth McCann (D-Denver) 866-2959; and Senator Nancy Todd (D-Arapahoe) 866-3432.
Senate Bill 13-278:  The legislative declaration of SB 278 recognizes certain factors relating to child abuse and neglect, and the need for a common definition of “drug-endangered child,” which law enforcement agencies, human services and the criminal justice system currently do not have. Other significant factors included in the declaration:  

· the likelihood exists to harm children from caretaker incapacitation when controlled substances, whether legal or illegal, are used, produced or distributed in the presence of children;
· dangers to children are increased with access to dangerous drug-production components, lack of supervision, unhealthy indoor air quality, exposure to dangerous non-drug criminal behaviors and other circumstances due to caretaker incapacitation; and
· while criminal penalties are appropriate in some cases, “the welfare and safety of children is paramount,” and requires that human services and law enforcement agencies work from a common definition of “drug-endangered child.”
   SB 278 specifies that “cases involving a drug-endangered child, as defined in the bill, constitute child abuse or neglect,” in and of itself. 

   BUT, and this is a big one!  SB 278 was amended, no doubt to accommodate the marijuana industry, and to guarantee future addicted customers:

· (g) Nothing in the bill shall be construed to provide an affirmative basis for investigation solely on the use, possession, cultivation or manufacture of marijuana, marijuana concentrate, or marijuana products pursuant to the provisions of section 12 of article XVIII or section 16 of article XVIII of the Colorado constitution or an ordinance of a county, city or county, or municipality.” 

   The insanity of such accommodation is unconscionable, and legislators should be ashamed of their willingness to do so.

Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 13-278:  Senators Andy Kerr (D-Arapahoe) 866-4859, and Linda Newell (D-Arapahoe) 866-4846; and Representative Dave Young (D-Weld) 866-2929. 

Senate Bill 13-264:  A program created by the General Assembly in 1977, works to “recruit, educate and retain family medicine physicians, especially in rural and underserved communities in the state.”  SB 264 would require the Commission on Family Medicine to support the development of rural family medicine residency programs, sorely needed in rural areas of Colorado.  

   SB 264 passed second reading unamended in the House of Representatives on May 3rd. 

Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 264:  Senators Irene Aguilar (D-Denver) 866-4852, and John Kefalas (D-Larimer) 866-4841; and Representatives Mike McLachlan (D-Archuleta, Gunnison, Hinsdale, La Plata, Ouray and San Juan) 866-2914, and Edward Vigil (D-Alamosa, Conejos, Costello, Huerfano, Mineral, Pueblo, Rio Grande and Saguache) 866-2916, 
Senate Bill 13-273:  The legislative declaration of SB 273 states that “due to recent droughts and insect infestations, Colorado now has over four million acres of forest land that need to be selectively cut to remove potentially hazardous fuels, including diseased timber, that represent an imminent threat to our communities, public utility infrastructure, and watersheds due to the risk of catastrophic wildfires,” and “removal of such will substantially promote the public safety and welfare of Colorado communities in forested areas while benefiting the state’s economy. . .” 

   The Senate Appropriations Committee amended SB 273 this way: 

· directs the Colorado Forest Service (CSFS) to collaborate with federal agencies to facilitate the use of forest biomass as feedstock for timber mills; 

· authorizes the CSFS to assist communities to high risk areas with their community wildfire protection plans; 

· authorizes the Air Quality Control Commission to analyze equipment fueled by biomass for compliance with air emissions standards; and 

· requires the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, when evaluating the use of biomass in electricity generation, to consider the contribution of this fuel source to wildfire risk mitigation. 

   The fiscal impact analysis notes that “implementation of the legislation can be done within current resources,” a rarity in this day and age. 
   SB 273 passed third reading (21 to 14) by the Senate on April 29, 2013, and heads for the House of Representatives.

Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 13-273:  Senators Gail Schwartz (D-Chafee, Delta, Eagle, Gunnison, Hinsdale, Lake and Pitkin) 866-4871, and Jeanne Nicholson (D-Boulder, Denver, Gilpin, Jefferson) 866-4873; and Representatives Millie Hamner (D-Delta, Gunnison, Lake, Pitkin and Summit) 866-2952, and Don Coram (D-Dolores, Montezuma, Montrose and San Miguel) 866-2955. 
    HEADS UP!  Today’s edition of Eye on the Legislature is the final for 2013. Next week begins the traditional “wrap up” of what happened to the bills analyzed during the Sixty-Ninth General Assembly. 
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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